PLUMB LIBRARY DEDICATED: Governor Coffin Welcomed With Bellsand Whistles

Special to The Courant
Pg.

PLUME LIDRARY DEDIOATED.
tovernor Cofitn Wolcomnd \With lslls
-~ il Whilnties,
(Bpeclal to The Courant.)
8helton. Dee. 4.
The ceremontes of the dedication of
the Ijorace 8. Plumb Library were.be-
gun on the arrival of the 10:10 irain
over the New Haven & Derby ‘road to-
Gay. By previous agreeinent the en-
ginéer of the train mnde an announce-
ment by whistle of the fact tlint Gov.
ernor Coffin was a nart of hia -human

freight and an the traln rolled in to the
station’ the fire bells, foctory whistles
and other insiruments of that char.
acter acknowledged 'the chief coxccn-
tive's arrival.’ At the samo thne.the
flags. in the numecrous parts of. the
town wero unfuried and the salute made
gereral,
Cclone! , Iatnon J, Mliller of his stafr,

‘Tho services were hield in the Methodiat,

Church at 2 p.-m, The Rev, B, I, Xid-
der oftered prayor. D. 8. Brinsmade,
president of the bonrd of directors,

made an addreas, after which the Nbra-
by, -Dr.

ry was formally  presented

The governor was the guest of’

h;:‘!:"':—'a._ . I‘M ——
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has Nurary facilities mecond to tHose
0t no place of ita size im-New Mng-
Innd. Mr, Plumb gave the L¥dIng in
memory of his late bLrother, David
Wells Plumb, who waa for many years
A prominent and influential cltizen of
this ploce, and who, auring the later
yenis of his life, wan much Interested
in matters pertalning ‘1o public libra-
ries, believiiig that through such insti-
tutfonm resuits.could he accuinplished
Lthat/icould be obtained in 1o other way,
After a large amount of study and in-
vestigation he made a forinal offer to
efeet and donnte & wuitable bullding,
péovided the topn wonld furnish n
aite, but' before fadvantage could bHe
{aken of this gencrous offer his death
uceurred, :

Bome' months afterwardn ¥Hornce 8,
Plumb, having learned of the intention
of his late brother, expressed a desirk
10- see thut intention carrled out and
for this purpose he sclected three trun-
tees, M, L. W, Plumb, widow of the
late D, W, Plumb; Dr. G, A..Shelton and
C. K. Clark, in whose hands he placed
tha sum  of $25,000, with instructionsa
to purchase a lot and erect the bhulld.
ing. The aite. finally ‘chosen- was n
part of the Plumb estate, and was gen-
crously donated for the purpose by
Mra, Plumb The derigning of the

The Tlumb Livrury Bullding jn Shelton Dedlcated Yesterduy.

Qould A, Shelton, one of the n'unleen.|

Selectman Stephen ‘I, P'almer nccept-, €

ad the hullding In behnlt of the town’of .
Huntington and Warden John H. Bar-i
low recelved it for the horough of Bhel-
ton, Judge Joseph ‘Fomlinson per-*
formed w sinllar duty in the interest of
the directors of the Nurary, ‘“fhe Two
Grenadiers' was rendered by Iricsson
1, Buahnell,

Governor CofMn was then presented
and was given o warm reception. Meis
deeply interested In: educntional work
and his wordy were thercfore grently
cujoyed, Jils specch was not a jong
one, but was to the point, The Rev,
l.uther M, Kemeston, ppstor of the Con-
gregationnl Church, discussed the citl-
zen and the publle Nbrary and he wns
followed by tho Hon. Charvles D. Hine,
secretary of the state board of educn-
tion, who referred:to tho relntlons of
the public Nbrary and the public
schools, 'I'o dedicntory address wns
delivered by President Jullus D, Dreher
of Noanoke College, Virglnia. .1lis dis-
course was a masterly effort and wns
delivered 1n a most acceptable man-
ner. . co i
- There wan n reeeption to Governor
nnd Mra, Coftin al the lbrary this even-
Ing. ' .

HunUngton, of which the Lorough of
Khalton constitutes the chlef part,.now

bullding was placed fn the hands of
G 'l Beardsley, Jv., of Bridgeport, the
urchitect, whom the late Mr, Plumb liad
consulted before his death, )
The exterlor of the bulding 18 of red
Windsor 11ilt  sandstone from the
ground to the window 'ills, and of a
warm, saluton-tinted briek above. The
main roof i{s of red slate and that of
the tower of Spantsh-tiles. 'The varjous
cornices nnd other metal work arve of
copper,. tinted greeu by the use of an
acld bath. The main entrance {s of
stone, claborately carved, The interjor
containg, besides the open vestibule, o
centenl hall, reading room, hook rooin,
trustees’ room and librarvian's room.
‘All Interior woodwork is. of quartered
onrk, and is richly paneled and earved,
“The- ceilings in the.rending room and
‘book room are heavily timbered and
are open to the roof. Those in the hall
and vestlbule are coffered. 'I'he fluors
of the hall and vestibule are of marble
mosale. ‘The book room hu# nccomnio-
datlon- for about 10,000 voluines. T'he
bullding Is Romaneaque In deslgn and
has a frontage of sixty-seven feet and
u depth of sixty-five feet. 1L I8 warmed
throughout with ateatn nnd lighted by
clectrigity. Attached to the brick wall
in the vestlibule 18 o handsome memo-
rial tablet of bronze, contwining w life-
slze‘Las rellet of the late M, Plumb, -
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